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him make the course as he knew best, with the result that
they took ten months to get to Mogambique and had to
winter there. From Mogambique D. Garcia dispatched Pero
Mascarenhas and Jorge de Brito on the smallest, swiftest
ship of his convoy, which had just time to reach India before
the monsoon.

Albuquerque was delighted to hear of his nephew's
imminent arrival, the more so that the latter had two ships
to bring with him, and men. The King had appointed D.
Garcia captain of the India fleet during the next three years,
Albuquerque, who had been wondering if the 1512 armada
would bring out a new governor, ceased to wonder when
he heard of this. He knew Garcia too well to picture him
accepting a commission under any governor who was not
also his uncle!

D. Garcia arrived in the middle of August, as did also
the pepper fleet. The latter had enjoyed a record voyage,
covering the distance between Portugal and India in five
months. It carried an unusual number of men, fifteen hundred
of the best, smartest, and most brilliantly equipped that had
yet travelled east.

" Senhor," writes Albuquerque, overjoyed," now/it seems
you have decided to treat India worthily! ... I s^ear by
the truth I am obliged to tell Your Highness, that before the
arrival of these ships there were about twelve hundred men
in India altogether, some of them at Malacca, some at Goa
and other fortresses, and among them all were not) three
hundred fully armed. ..."

With sixteen ships and all these dashing troops, he sailed
via Cannanore for Goa. Everyone was anxious to dislodge
the Turks from Benastarim, except a certain Francisco
Pereira. For no particular reason, so far as can be made
out, except that he was in a difficult mood, Francisco Pereira
declared that it was a great mistake to attack Benastariia.
All the King cared about, said he, was pepper! The ships
should be released to load at once.

The  Governor snubbed him severely,  and Francisco